
 

CHESTER TIMES – March 18, 1912  
 EAST LANSDOWNE PEOPLE JOYOUS – Glad That Village is Now a Borough 
– Chester Times Helped in Transformation, it is Said 
 The Borough of East Lansdowne is the latest, the very latest, and happy indeed 
were the residents of this progressive village when they read the announcement in the 
Chester Times of Thursday.  In the way of a reception the boys of the town paraded the 
streets with large rim wash boilers and buckets and made things somewhat noisy that 
evening.  More elaborate will be the celebration taken in hand by Committeeman John R. 
Fleming and several of the residents who have arranged for a supper and reception of 
Burgess R.C. Greer, the elected councilmen, school directors and other borough officers to 
be given Thursday night in the old Fernwood M.E. church building, a main feature of 
which will be a dinner of roast pig, sauerkraut, etc. 
 Almost from the advent of the first resident in September, ten years ago there has 
been displayed in this pretty suburb a progressiveness on the part of the resident property 
owners that has been more than ordinary, and its rapid growth and development has been 
the result.  One of its main features has been the publicity given its news items, and the 
Chester Times has played the most important part in this connection.   
 The suburb’s improvement association has been active in all matters up to a year 
ago, when the Delaware County courts decreed the borough, but which was held up by the 
appeal of the township commissioners.  It has been a separate voting precinct for eight 
years, and during the past here years has been within Lansdowne’s free delivery postal 
service, which was only obtained after a hard fight. 
 MANY IMPROVEMENTS MADE – A number of its streets were macadamized 
by the commissioners after considerable delay and only after the most strenuous kind of a 
campaign.  Thus its history has been made, and now with its population of over one 
thousand and its 250 dwellings, stores and two churches, with a capable lot of men in 
office, there is no question of its future development.  East Lansdowne has never had a 
resident on the township board up to a few months ago, when Harry E. Patton was elected 
to a membership in the board. 
 It was East Lansdowne that put forth the fast baseball team known as “Pembroke,” 
and which during its first year in the Delaware county Baseball League was the only team 
to have the “goat” on Media, which won the pennant.  Last year, Upland, an old and well-
established baseball town, only succeeded by a small margin in winning the pennant from 
the baby boroughs athletes.  Pembroke will remain in the league this year with an enclosed 
grounds and fully expects to capture the pennant. 
 One of the most detrimental features of East Lansdowne was the fact that its 
children had to be taken care of at the Fernwood school, which is very poorly and 
dangerously located, and in a reported unsanitary condition, and which was taxed beyond 
its capacity, necessitating shorter hours for a large number of the scholars.  Miss Palmer 
and her staff of teachers are numbered among the most capable in Delaware County, but 
they were not responsible for the facilities offered, and did remarkably well under most 
adverse circumstances.  However, now East Lansdowne will erect immediately a school 
building of its own, and this relieve the conditions at the Fernwood School. 
 BUILDING RESTRICTIONS – Building restrictions have also become a necessity 
in the suburb, and a party is now hauling an enormous quantity of second handed bricks 
and building material to the suburb out of which it has been reported that the owner 



 

intended to erect about sixty-five exceptionally cheap and undesirable dwellings with no 
cellars under them.  This council will now take up with the solicitor, W. Roger Fronefield, 
Esq., at once, and within a few weeks undoubtedly laws will be adopted that will protect 
the public from menaces of all kinds to health, life and property. 
 Every resident property owner should put their shoulders to the wheel and back up 
the government of East Lansdowne Borough. 


