
 

COLWYN CALLED “MOLENDALE”; BROOKHAVEN NAME MYSTERY 
 
Ever hear of Molendale? 
 
Would you know where Sneath’s Corner or Beatty’s Corner was? 
 
The majority of persons wouldn’t but they would recognize Colwyn borough or 
Brookhaven borough.  Like so many other county location – these two boroughs both 
have other original names.  Both were changed to their present names for definite 
reasons. 
 
Colwyn borough was incorporated March 19, 1892.  Its first name was Molendale – a 
nice enough name – but circumstances made changing it practical.  Close to the 
southeastern county borough is the borough of Collingdale.  Many people confused the 
two and thus a new name seemed the only solution. 
 
Colwyn residents held a public meeting to decide on a new name. Citizens gathered at 
Mrs. Woodhead’s store to vote on suggestions.  This store was also the borough 
postoffice. 
 
At the store meeting tens of names were proposed.  However, after much discussion – 
Colwyn was adopted.  The name had been proposed by Morgan Williams, a Welshman.  
He had suggested the name in remembrance of his hometown in Wales – Colwyn. 
 
Information on the origin of the name Brookhaven was particularly hard to trace.  The 
borough, one of the newest in the county, was known to have been called Brookhaven for 
many years. However, when and why it was so named seems only guess work. 
 
There are ideas. They don’t come from history books but from old Brookhaven residents 
who admit that their information may not be accurate.  However, they told the stories 
they had heard as to the name’s beginnings. 
 
Originally, the community was called Sneath’s Corner, presumably because a family 
named Sneath lived along Middletown road where the center of the borough is now 
locat3ed. Later it was called Beatty’s Corner – a man by that name operating a grocery 
store on this same corner. 
 
One old Brookhavenite believes that it was the Beatty family who gave the village the 
name Brookhaven.  Their only clue as to why this name was chosen was remembrance of 
a man named Brook Nwelling who lived in that area.  There is a belief that the name was 
taken from his first name with the “haven” added to make it an appropriate village name. 
 
However, another Brookhaven residents said he had absolutely no idea where the name 
originated.  “There aren’t any brooks out here – except when it rains”, he said. 
 
The borough has grown greatly in the past 55 years.  A half century ago old citizens 
recall that there were only four or five homes in the vicinity. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


