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 INDUSTRY GETS FOLCROFT SITE – Alston Steel and Saw Company Purchases 
Large Tract for Factories – Building Boom Predicted 
 Folcroft, one of the smaller villages in the upper part of Delaware County between 
Sharon Hill and Glenolden, several squares back from Chester Pike has joined Marcus 
Hook and other suburban points in the march of progress and is about to become an 
industrial center.  The Alston Steel and Saw Company of Philadelphia will locate their 
plant in the village giving employment to a large number of men.  As such, new industrial 
establishments always bring new families and squads of workmen to the community where 
they are established, the new enterprise is looked upon as a forerunner to a building boom 
that will cause the little hamlet to grow more rapidly within the next year than it has in all 
its existence. 
 Already, there are rumors in the village of results of the proposed plant’s 
establishment.  Contractors have been getting options on the land on favorable places and 
it looks as though Folcroft has awakened from just such a long sleep as happened in 
Marcus Hook over a year ago before the American Viscose Company’s plant was built.  
Five plots of ground have been purchased by the company as a site, aggregating about 
thirty acres.  The plots front on Ridgway Avenue and extend back to the Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington Railroad tracks.  Plans have been prepared for a new building; 
a U shaped structure, 40x103 feet, besides other buildings, and work on the erection of the 
structures will be commenced as soon as the lot owners sign the necessary deeds.  The sale 
was negotiated by James Benge of Glenolden, a real estate man. 
 J.D. Shattuck, general manager of the Philadelphia Suburban Gas and Electric 
Company, which is building an immense bulkhead along Chester’s waterfront takes an 
optimistic view of the building situation for Delaware County and Chester this year.  He 
predicts the biggest year in the annals of the county.  Mr. Shattuck said:  “Judging from the 
progress of the many plants in the city and county and the way industrial concerns from 
other parts are buying up sites, Delaware County and Chester will, in another year have 
greatly increased in growth, and population.  The population of Delaware County will have 
doubled in 1920, when I estimate conservatively that 200,000 people will be living in the 
district bounded by Cobb’s Creek, the Delaware State line, Delaware River and Media.” 


